
 
 

  
 
 

  
 
 

 
 

GRACELAND 
The restoration and adaptive reuse of an 
histor ic property. 
Davis &  Elkins College, Elkins, W.Va. 
 
This magnificent 1893 Victor ian summer  
home of the Henry Gassaway Davis family, is 
a National Histor ic Landmark property 
located on the campus of Davis &  Elkins 
College.  The complete restoration of 
Graceland and the renovation of its 
infrastructure was necessary to provide 
modern amenities for  guests and the public.  
Working from histor ic photographs, 
correspondence, and other  forensic 
discover ies, inter ior  spaces have been 
meticulously restored.  I t and an adjoining 
1950s dormitory building have been adapted 
for  use as the Graceland Inn and Conference 
Center , where students enrolled in D &  E 
College's Robert C. Byrd Center  for 
Hospitality and Tour ism receive hands-on 
training in their  field.  The Graceland 
restoration project won an AIA West 
Virginia Mer it Award for  Achievement in 
Architecture. 
 


