
 
 

  
 
 

  
 
 

 
 

PHILIPPI  COVERED BRIDGE 
 
The restoration of a histor ic covered br idge. 
Philippi, W.Va. 

 
A tragic fire in February of 1989 consumed 
one of the state's most recognizable and 
histor ic covered br idges, a two-span 
structure built in 1852 over  the Tygart River  
that was listed on the National Register  of 
Histor ic Places.  The br idge was restored to 
its 1861 appearance when the first land battle 
of the Civil War took place there.  
Restoration involved removal of or iginal 
timber members which had been burned 
beyond repair , as well as epoxy repairs to 
salvageable members that could be reused.  
Meticulous research disclosed the evidence 
needed to return the br idge to its or iginal 
1861 appearance.  Based on archival 
research, the restoration effor t faithfully 
returned many authentic details to the br idge 
(some of which had been removed or  altered 
60+ years ear lier ), including ver tical siding 
with open arched sides, wood shingle roof, 
and a paint scheme that matches 
or iginal construction features. The 
Philippi Br idge Restoration project won 
an AIA West Virginia Honor Award. 


